"Integrated connectivity is the key to success for trans-regional enterprises including trade networks, and the key to better governance through the empowerment of citizens across the region. The South Asia Rising 2017 conference was held in line with developing a means of collaboration to promote this connectivity. Our aim was to bring regional stakeholders together on a forum to formulate ideas and propose solutions to the problems that involve a wide variety of cultures, ethnicities and backgrounds. The goal was to break barriers and promote dialogue. We are proud to declare that the South Asia Rising 2017 conference has helped us achieve this goal. " This post-event report provides an insight into the key findings of the Conference, as a summary for the attendees, and a source of information for future reference. We would like to thank everyone who made South Asia Rising 2017 the success it was, whether as a participant, speaker, or organizer.
SOUTH ASIA RISING 2017
Over 200 participants, 40 notable speakers, 8 themes and 2 days defined the fruition of an illuminating conference -South Asia Rising 2017. Held at the DMCC Dubai, the epicenter of global trade, the conference paved way for a deeper understanding and consideration of the future that awaits the region and the world at large on its current course of action. Through enlightening speeches delivered by noteworthy personalities, rigorous panel discussions, and both formal and informal interactions, we have assimilated a vast pool of knowledge that will play a vital role in decision-making for the future.
We live in an increasingly globalized world where society's needs are rapidly evolving; however, a myriad of socio-economic grievances gripping nations across continents remain acute and unaddressed. The creation of dialogue that can promote integration across borders is one of the first steps towards achievable and sustainable development. Through South Asia Rising 2017, we have accomplished precisely this: the creation and dissemination of constructive dialogue. 
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CREATIVE INDUSTRIES: ENGINES OF GROWTH
By 2040, the world's largest labor force will be in Africa with an estimated working age population of 1 billion.
Cultural and Creative Industries hold countless opportunities for employment creation to cater to this explosion in population. In this regard, Africa can learn from the success of South Asia in CCIs.
To succeed, governments must create sustainable support systems for CCIs, achieve a balanced flow of cultural professionals, and promote human rights and fundamental freedoms. Digitization has provided a fruitful opportunity for citizen engagement and regional collaboration.
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES IN NIGERIA
Despite the fact that Nigeria has the largest economy in Africa, Nigeria's energy consumption per capita remains one of the lowest in the world.
The country's infrastructure stock is only 25% of GDP, against the global benchmark of 70%. This demonstrates a lucrative opportunity for investments in the infrastructure sector, for African nations as well as South Asian countries.
Nigeria provides huge investment opportunities both in terms of power and the fastest growing city of Lagos.
"This is going to be the century of intellectual copyrights. A century of intelligence and creativity. " India is being radically transformed from the ground up, with efforts focused around areas like policy reforms, digital proliferation, startup incubation, financial reforms and data-driven learning. The government is striving to create a holistic ecosystem that is self-sustaining and progressive.
TIME IS MONEY
India is currently amongst the three largest economies of the world, along with the United States and China. India contains a myriad of opportunities for further growth. These include infrastructure development, as well as social advancements that can be achieved through promotion of wide-spread education.
"Altering India's Digital DNA: rebooting the government, doing away with obsolete laws. " 
ELECTRICITY IS THE WORLD'S FASTEST GROWING FORM OF ENERGY
The energy sector requires regional integration to promote development. Cooperation in the energy sector is imperative, particularly in regarding electricity. Electricity is generated from isolated grids to international markets. A key benefit at the regional level is for states to work together. Cooperation can be widespread, and can include grid access and connectivity, and maximizing economies of scale.
This involves 3 building blocks: Energy Security, Energy Sustainability, and Energy Markets. Energy security involves ensuring uninterrupted supply of energy at affordable prices at both the short and long term; the former requiring inter-regional resilience and the latter requiring interregional contracts ensuring this availability.
Energy sustainability must also make sure that energy that is consumed today is not at the cost of the future, which involves optimization of both costs and resources. Energy markets involves creating a market mechanism where the price, supply, and production of energy is market driven.
"We need to build inter-regional energy corridors to ensure uninterrupted supply of energy in the rising South Asian region. " "Despite the successful development over the last half century challenges remain. Growing populations in South Asia are likely to bring about more demand for social welfare and standard of living, while at the same time aging populations put more of a strain on government services. Instability to South Asia's West will continue to challenge the regions leaders who already must deal with incredibly diverse societies and long standing regional tensions. Finally, the continuing threat of climate change will also impact South Asia as countries struggle to balance environmental awareness and conservation, with the energy consumption of their growing economies. While these challenges may seem daunting, they provide enormous opportunities for policy makers, business people and civil society leaders to pursue new innovative solutions to bring much needed change to their community. 
DAY 2 | SESSION 1 TECHNOLOGY AND HUMAN BEHAVIOUR
The digital economy is changing workers' behavior patterns especially with a generation that is digitally savvy. In the era of heightened complexity and specialization, this comes with a combination of greater mobility and freedom. Technological changes are creating a metamorphosis in behavioral patterns. This session aimed to understand how emerging economies with lack of access to basic commodities and essential services will adapt to these trends in an efficient manner.
PANEL COORDINATOR
HEBA RAMZY Director, Corporate Affairs -Microsoft; Eisenhower Fellow 1999 "In the future, science education will be not as important. Instead, the focus will be on self-actualization. " JEROME GLENN Director of The Millennium Project, USA
FUTURE TECHNOLOGY, HUMANITY AND THE NEXT ECONOMY
We are slowly but surely moving towards the post-information age. Driven by the Internet of Things and Artificial Intelligence, humans are becoming cyborgs and building environments that are increasingly intelligent. We may yet see a day when humans and AI work together smartly and in perfect sync. This will completely disrupt the current way we live and do things. To combat catastrophes, Sri Lanka has developed the Disaster and Emergency Warning Network Solution (DEWN), a GSM-based early warning system that uses IoT, Predictive Analytics and AI to detect potential disasters early and transmits warning signals through a wide variety of media and regional collaboration.
THE DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION
Technology is also causing a shift in the way organizations function.
From hierarchical structures and HR policies to customer management, employee motivation and productivity, the pace at which tech is taking over the workplace is astonishing.
The physical and digital divide is quickly diminishing, leading to a disruption and eventual transformation of the entire business model. The world population is projected to grow to 8.9 billion by 2040, with South Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa accounting for a major part of the growth. Regional connectivity projects like the OBOR initiative will connect an approximate 4.4 billion people through infrastructural routes and energy corridors. South Asia will face an increasing number of challenges due to this, and must be ready to deal with all kinds of hindrances towards its growth. By 2030, one fifth of South Asia's population will be in the age group 15-24 years, the largest number of young people across the globe to transition into adulthood. In order to progress, South Asia must be able to capitalize on this demographic dividend. Nations must come together and undertake efforts jointly and individually in order to better connect to each other and empower their citizens. Agricultural trade could prove to be a catalyst in this situation, ultimately contributing to greater food security.
HEALTH DIVIDE IN THE 21
ST CENTURY: BE AFRAID, BE VERY AFRAID India currently faces severe health challenges, with access to basic health services limited and some health indices, for example child health, abysmal. The rest of the world isn't much better off, health inequalities are widening and costs are going up. Demand outweighs supply and medical mistakes are further aggravating the problem. Nations must create better governance systems, invest in public health, raise educational standards and build research capacity to combat these challenges. South Asia region is both, with its large and poor populations it is the cause of global health challenges, and with its ingenuity and demographic dividend it can be the solution. This conference has started the conversation which must be continued and turned into action.
"Demographic trends must be give due consideration in designing and implementing Food Security Policies at national, regional and global levels. " AHMAD MUKHTAR Economist FAO United Nations, Switzerland "If you don't have healthy people you can't educate them and they can't work. You need health to create wealth, and it is a virtuous circle. " 
CENTURY
South Asian countries face substantial threats in terms of both internal and external unrest and instability. Laws and policies require changes in order to help citizens progress and to prevent political strife that could potentially lead to demands for secession. Externally, South Asian countries face foreign policy changes by bigger players like the US. While the world is increasingly interconnected, nations seem to be withdrawing into themselves. Regional integration is the solution to this ever-widening threat. The South Asian impetuous development is associated with major security implications for the region. Led by China and India, this rise will define the negotiation and formation of new alliances. Potential conflicts and unresolved issues will rise. Such security problems will require collaboration across national borders and possibly a new regional security architecture. It ranks 6th in ASEAN on the UN e-government index, and 7th globally in "High online service performance, relative to income.
In the face of emerging threats to cyber security and the rise of cybercrime, Sri Lanka is introducing major policy changes, signing international treaties like the Budapest Cybercrime Convention, developing institutional frameworks such as the Sri Lanka CERT and a Digital Forensic Lab; all under the e-Sri Lanka Program.
GOVERNMENTS AS RELIABLE PARTNERS
The lessons we have learned from the Northern Ireland Peace process involve the following: The challenges within and between states have had the better of all the abundant opportunities that exist in South Asia, he said at the conference whose focus was on regional connectivity and citizen empowerment."
HANS INDIA "Dr. Shahid Mahmud, Co-chair of the Conference and Eisenhower Fellow, said that South Asia has the fastest growing economy in the world, as well as the fastest growing population, but this tremendous growth in economy and population is matched by growth in challenges, both at national and regional level. Furthermore, through the power of economics, demographics and education, it is expected that the South Asian region will fast become an international center for innovation, not just in terms of technology, but also with regard to social policy." ALBAYAN, UAE
MEDIA COVERAGE
The conference received great media coverage, a lot of positive mentions on TV, press and online publications in UAE, Pakistan & India.
"The reason for South Asia Rising 2017 gathering is to trade perspectives and thoughts through expanded joint effort and to in the long run make a cross-national discourse between strategy producers and compelling pioneers to help tackle issues that stay common in the locale."
TELHKA NEWS PAKISTAN
